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which, as the world now goes, is a very hazardous
one, how few trades are there where a great part of
the seven years is not gone before the youth can
be very useful to his master; and how few young
men are there who begin to think before they are
drawing towards the expiration of their time, if
then, when self, and their approaching prospects,
may perhaps awaken their thoughtfulness, and rouse
a reflection in them which their master's interests
never had force enough with them to inspire. So
that it may be very often said, that in many trades,
half of the seven years are the years of boyhood
and inconsideration, and spent as a time of prepa-
ration, as it were, to the other half, or perhaps to
only the last two of the seven.

As to the large sums now required by masters
with apprentices, it is certain that the demand is
greatly more than used formerly to be given ; and
many inconveniences, no doubt, such as our author
has enumerated, may have flowed from this source,
but then these are chiefly in the top trades, as they
are called; and I will venture to say that the rise
of this demand is owing more to the unreasonable
fondness and partiality of parents for their children,
than from any other consideration ; for who does not
know that many persons have been so weak, as
when they have put out a child, to insist that he
shall be exempted from such and such servile
offices, which were wont to be required of younger
apprentices, and that frequently as so many marks
of their subjection and humility ? Nay, not so sa-
tisfied, how common a thing has it been that they
have stipulated that their sons shall not eat with
the other servants, but be allowed to sit at table
with their masters and mistresses ? * For this in-
dulgence a larger premium has been given, as indeed
it ought; and this by degrees became more and